Geography Curriculum Overview
Our Geography Curriculum has been organised so that key knowledge and skills are developed from Year 3 to 6, with the learning from Nursery-Year 2 in mind. 
Developing the Knowledge and Skills of a young Geographer:
Within each themed unit, key knowledge is derived from the National Curriculum. These are the end points:
Locational Knowledge
Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans;
Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas.
Place Knowledge
Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country.
Human and Physical Geography
describe and understand key aspects of: 
· physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle 
· human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water
Geographical Skills and Fieldwork- these are utilised throughout all strands of learning
· use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied 
· use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world 
· use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.
Key knowledge and skills are developed over a child’s learning journey at our school. It is also important to write at length in geography, appropriate to age.


	Geography Curriculum 

	Year Group
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Year 3
	Oceans and Continents
What are our oceans and continents? 

· Recap the seven continents 
· Recap the five oceans
· Characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical feature (e.g. Mount Everest (highest peak), Pacific Ocean (largest body of water), The Nile (longest river), The Amazon Rainforest (the world’s largest tropical rainforest), The Great Wall of China, Eiffel Tower, Sydney Opera House, Christ the Redeemer)
· Name the capital cities of the UK
· Write an information report on the oceans.
	
	Local Area Study
How ‘green’ is our local area? 

· Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom and geographical regions
· Explore their identifying human and physical characteristics and land-use patterns
· understand how some of these aspects have changed over time.
· Research Preston/Ribbleton (local area)- opportunity for fieldwork.
· Write a letter to the council on how to make our area better (‘greening up initiative’) 
	
	Regional Comparison- Huelva, Spain
Would you want to live in Huelva? 

· Explore Spain
· Explore Huelva, Andalusia.
· Explore a beach in Huelva looking at key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers)
· Explore similarities and differences between Preston and Huelva.
· Weather comparison.
· Write a tourist guide for visiting Huelva

	Year 4 
	Earthquakes and Volcanoes
Why do people live near volcanoes? 

(Physical geography including: volcanoes and earthquakes)
· What is a volcano, what forms a volcano
· How do volcanoes effect humans
· What is an earthquake, what causes an earthquake
· How do earthquakes effect humans 
· Write a diary entry based on experiencing an earthquake.
	
	Water Cycle and Mountains (Including Rivers) 
What would life be like in The Alps?

Physical geography including rivers, mountains and the water cycle
· Locate world mountains on a map
· Human and physical features of a mountain
· How are mountains formed
· Explore the water cycle
· To explore the worlds rivers
· Write a report about the water cycle or write a non-chronological report about a mountain
	
	Regional Comparison- Iceland
Would you ever live in Iceland? 

(Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia.))
(Human geography including: Economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water.)
· Locate countries in Europe, including Russia
· To compare and contrasts regions of Europe (North West England, South Iceland)
· To explore Iceland 
· Create a comparison in writing

	Year 5

	
	Local Traffic Study
How safe are Ribbleton’s roads?

(Geographical skills and fieldwork)
· Create an enquiry question to do with traffic around our school
· Track traffic in our local area
· Present findings in charts/graphs
· Write a letter sharing our findings with the council and suggesting improvements for safety.

	Climate Zones
What would life be like in the North Pole? 

· Discuss and identify climate zones
· Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle
· To look at the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night) 
· Physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts.
· Write about a journey from the Equator to the North or South Pole or Choose a biome and explain what it is like to live there.
	
	South America / Rainforests
Why are rainforests important? 

· Locate cities in South America 
· Link in learning from Spring 1 into South America
· Characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features.
· Write a brochure encouraging people to visit South America 
	

	Year 6
	
	
	North and South America
What are the ancient wonders of the world?

· Locate the world’s continents including North and South America focussing on key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities. 
· identify countries of North and South America and capital cities
· use geographical terminology to describe the location and characteristics of a range of places across the Americas. 
· to describe the climates and biomes of different regions across the Americas
· to identify the similarities and differences in the human and physical geography of my local area and a region of North America.
· To be able to name, locate and describe the characteristics and significance of the ancient and new wonders of the world.
Write a travel guide introducing readers to the Ancient and New Wonders of the World.
	
	
	Japan
What is life like in Japan? 

· Human geography, including: types of settlement and land use
· Locate Japan in the world
· Look at volcanic activity in Japan
· Compare weather and climate to ours
· Explore Japanese culture
Write a fact file all about Japan (using teacher questions for guidance) 



