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Key Question: Where can people find guidance on how to live their lives?
Religion: Christianity: God 

	Possible lines of Enquiry
The Field of Enquiry must be followed within every unit of work.

	What gives life purpose? What do religious texts and teachings say about God, the world and human life? 
What can stories teach us? What different kinds of writings/ stories and important to belief/ religions? 

	About this unit  

	
The focus is on ‘purpose’ as explored in daily life and as revealed in the events of the Christmas story and the fulfilment of God’s covenant.  Opportunities are provided for pupils to reflect on and respond to issues of purpose in their lives.
The Bible tells of the mission of the creator God in the world and the response of humankind.
God calls people to action in restoring a world of justice, goodness and love.

God enters into covenants which reveal God's purpose

· the covenants of the Old Testament
· the covenant of the New Testament

The word 'purpose' speaks of intention, declaration, commitment and destiny. Purposeful action is spoken of as an effective action that is one which achieves a desirable result. It is something actively done, in contrast with something merely endured or suffered. This unit provides opportunities for pupils to recognise and reflect on the concept of purpose, so understood, in respect of their experience and the experience of others. Key ideas, associated with purpose are considered in the contexts of the festival of Christmas, of Gospel accounts of Jesus' birth and of Christian beliefs about God.

Christians believe that God's purpose involves them in building up that which is good. In the Holy Bible, they believe they encounter God's purpose for the world and the creative activity and intervention in the world in His loving initiatives. The Bible reveals the responses of humankind to God's mission. Christians believe that God's purposeful activity is particularly revealed in Old Testament and New Testament covenants which call people to act in justice, goodness and love.

In the festival of Christmas, Christians celebrate the fulfilment of God's promise in Jesus in whom they believe humankind encounters a new way forward to realising God's purpose. At the heart of their celebrations lie the nativity stories whose inner meaning points to Christian beliefs about a creator God who is committed to the world and whose purpose is fully revealed in the coming of Jesus. The celebrations are an expression of and a response to those beliefs



	Exploring Shared Human Experience
Possible Starting Points

	Do we know of any stories with a message/ purpose? Do we learn from stories? Give examples.
What does it mean to have a purposeful life? Which people do we know who have tried to change things for themselves, others and the world?

	Exploring Religious Traditions 

	The Church's year is focused on key celebrations in the life of Jesus and here the festival focus is on Christmas in which Christians celebrate 'God with us'. The celebrations direct attention on Gospel accounts of the birth of Jesus but also place them in the historical context of an unfolding revelation of God's presence and purpose through people of faith. The significance of the celebrations is found in the inner meaning of the nativity stories.

CELEBRATIONS
· retelling the Gospel accounts of the birth of Jesus

· Christmas Carols
· Nativity Plays
· Cribs

· Reminding others of God's purpose· revealed in the coming of Jesus.

· Carol singing in shopping centres.
· Christmas charities
· Christmas posters

· Thankfulness and rejoicing in knowing God's purpose.

· Patterns and the focus of worship during Advent, Christmas (and Epiphany).
· Nine Lessons and Carol Service

THE NATIVITY STORIES

The Gospel Accounts of Matthew and Luke:
Stories written for a purpose e.g.

· Two stories in which the same people and events are central but told with differences. The different ideas expressed in the accounts of Luke and Matthew are related to the purpose and audience for which they were writing. 

· Who were the writers and for whom were they writing?

· What can be known of their purpose and what the sought to convey?

· Can clues be found in the scriptures which the story writers themselves had heard?

The Gospel Accounts of Matthew and Luke:
Stories with meaning e.g.

· The people in the nativity stories present aspects of God's nature and purpose and of the nature and responses of humankind.

· The events described raise questions of authority, identity, purpose, meaning, value, origins and destiny for the people of the story.


The issues and questions can be explored through the roles played by Mary, Joseph, the angels, the inn-keeper, shepherds, the magi, Herod.

Stories which are part of an on-going story e.g.

Christians describe God by his nature and acts. The festival of Christmas directs attention on key figures and events through which God's presence and purpose was and is made known. The Gospel accounts of the birth of Jesus are in the context of an unfolding revelation of God's nature and purpose through events and people including: the Creation, Adam and Eve, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Jesse, David, Solomon, Joseph and Mary.

· Each of the people and events contributes to the ongoing relationship of God and humankind.

· Hopes and fears, promises, possibilities and realisations are themes which can be traced through the people and the events related as the purposeful activity of God.

	Exploring beliefs and Values

	Christians believe that:

· God is not an absentee God but a God who reveals, takes initiatives and seeks responses from people.

· The Bible tells of the mission of the creator God in the world and the response of humankind.

· God calls people to action in restoring a world of justice, goodness and love

· God enters into covenants which reveal God's purpose.

POINT OF FOCUS: COVENANT

God's purposeful activity is experienced in history in the key figures and events of the Bible and particularly in the covenants of the Old Testament and New Testament. The Hebrew word for covenant has its root meaning in bond or pact. Such initiatives by God are understood, by Christians, as acts of gracious favour made towards securing a lasting relationship in which humankind involve themselves in God's purpose.


· Covenant with Noah- trust in God's purpose. (Genesis 6: 18-22 and 9:9-17)

· Covenant with Abraham- faith in God's purpose (Genesis 15: 6-18. 17: 1-8)

· Covenant with Moses and the people of Israel- dedicated to God's purpose. (Exodus 19: 3-8. 24: 7 and 8)
· Covenant in Jesus
· God's commitment to the world revealed in Jesus … in Jesus is seen the fullness of God's purpose for humankind ... Jesus is the 'seal' of God's covenant.

· Seen in the relationship of Jesus with God ... the love of God and the love for God evidence in the teachings and actions of Jesus and in events in his life.

· Securing the relationship between God and humankind.

THE NATIVITY STORIES

· A baby born for a purpose: the stories reveal God's purposeful activity in the coming of Jesus and the responses of those who are called to involve themselves in that.

· Names given to Jesus which indicate what the Jewish people had hoped for: Messiah; Saviour; King.

· A Messiah was anticipated and hoped for. What did the Jewish people want? What did the Jewish people need?


	Exploring Personal Meaning 

	Being a person involves relationships with others, living in an environment, cultivating self-hood, admitting the possibility of not being and being prepared for the possibility of new being.

What have I learnt from the Christmas story? Which version made sense to me? Consider other nativity stories e.g. Baboushka, Papa Panov... What did they mean to me? Can you write your own story to convey some of the messages/ issues we have explored? What do you think is the purpose of your life? What so you want to become? 


	Significant Background Ideas 

	Christians believe in a creator God who is active in the world redeeming it.
GOD THE CREATOR
Christians believe that there is a reason for the existence of the world: the world is God's creation and human beings are God's creatures. Everything God creates is good and is God's gift to all. The word 'created' used to describe an action of God is important: it implies more than would be suggested by the word 'made', namely an intimate relationship between the creator and that which is created.
GOD EVER PRESENT
Christians bear witness to the God committed to the world in the act of creation, to the God who has put himself into the world and who, far from being distant or removed, continues to work in and through the creation to strengthen and build up that which is good.
Although the creation was, in the words of the Old Testament, 'very good', it has throughout human history been clear that, in some ways, the creation is not good. Some of the responsibility for this is that of humans who seem always to fall short of their potential. By stating that God committed himself to the world Christians suggest that God the Creator is with persons at their lowest points as well as in times when the true destiny of humanity is experienced in justice, goodness and love. Christians believe that each human being is called to live creatively in God's world and to be co-creators involved in God's ongoing creative acts.

GOD WHO: ACTS AND INTERVENES

In the Holy Bible, Christians believe they encounter the historic witness of people of faith who experienced God's creative activity and intervention in the world. In the Old Testament God shows solidarity with people in covenants made with key figures and with an emergent nation. The Hebrew prophets looked forward to a great new covenant that God would make with his people. In the New Testament, Christians believe they find God's commitment to the world supremely revealed in Jesus.

GOD INCARNATE: IN JESUS

The concept of 'incarnation' speaks of 'God with us'. In the person Jesus of Nazareth Christians believe they see the human face of God and are convinced that Jesus is the truest and fullest expression of God's love. In Jesus they believe that they are presented with a new way forward to enabling fulfilment of human potential according to God's purpose.

GOD INCARNATE: IN HUMAN BEING

Christians believe that humankind is made in God's image and that God is present in truth and love within and among people.

EXPRESSING AND RESPONDING TO BELIEFS ABOUT GOD

Christians believe that they specially meet God in and through worship. Through the offering of praise and thanksgiving for the experience of the creator God in their lives, they experience an empowerment for the journey of life.

THE NATURE OF GOD

Beliefs about the nature of God and how that is ·experienced brings Christians to refer to God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. This personalising of God is an expression of the intimate relationship, experienced by Christians, of the Creator and 'me'.

	For exemplar medium term plans which following the Lancashire Field of Enquiry please see the website.



