Year 4 RE Planning Year 4   Buddhism
Year 4 Key Question (to be used all year):  How should we live our lives?
Focus Question (for this investigation):   What are our rules?
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	Focus Question:  What are our rules?
This unit enables pupils to examine some guidance that shapes daily Buddhist lifestyle.  The content focus is on The Buddha, The Dharma and The Sangha.  Opportunities are provided to explore the Five Precepts and the Three Refuges and to consider how this might relate to what is of value in pupils’ lives.

	Field of Enquiry and Suggested Order of Delivery
	Possible Teaching Ideas

	Shared Human Experience

1
	· Look at the school or classroom rules.  Why are they needed?  Do all the children agree with them?  Why?  Are they easy for everyone to follow or are some a challenge?
· Imagine a classroom without rules, what would it be like?  Children draw a pictorial depiction of a class/school without rules.
· Are some rules more important than others?  Why?  Children give reasons for their answers.
· Who sets the rules?  Who or what give them the power to set the rules?
· Children debate these questions in pairs/small groups or as a class debate which they can vote on.




	Beliefs and Values

2
	· For background information see the Curriculum Support Material.  The Three Refuges are The Buddha, The Dharma (teachings) and the Sangha (religious community) sometimes known as the Three Jewels, http://www.buddhanet.net/ans91.htm, http://www.buddhamind.info/leftside/lifestyl/refug-1.htm, 
· Read the Three Refuges, watch a video showing them being said, eg https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qFqe3bEOCUs, there are other clips online.
· Discuss what each represents, https://www.buddha101.com/p_jewels.htm .Examine how the Three Refuges are often portrayed as jewels. Research why specific colours are used. 
· Look at the relationship between the Three Refuges and their link to the Five Precepts, https://www.buddha101.com/p_jewels.htm, https://dhammadana.fr/en/precepts.htm. 
· Children create an information poster or leaflet of the Three Refuges or the Five Precepts.  Encourage the children to use the correct religious vocabulary.
· Produce a collage of images which demonstrate the Five Precepts, eg not stealing/returning what has been borrowed, 


	Living Religious Traditions

3
	· Class write a list of good quality questions and pick the best ones to ask a Buddhist.  Children take notes when these questions are asked. Keep the notes to refer back to during following lessons. 
· Interview a Buddhist and ask how the Three Refuges or Five Precepts alter their behaviour, http://pof.reonline.org.uk/.  Burnley and Pendle Faith Centre can help organise a visit or visitor, http://www.lancsngfl.ac.uk/curriculum/re/index.php?category_id=5.
· Read or role-play scenarios from real life or fiction and decide how a Buddhist would respond and which Precept would apply.  Use the notes taken from the interview/email.


	Search for Personal Meaning

4
	· Relate these lessons back to prior learning.
· Make a daily diary with the Five Precepts as goals. Perhaps overuse of television or computer games could be added to ‘drugs or drink which clouds the mind’. At the end of the day or during the next lesson, record any they have had difficulty following and why. Give their reasons why they think any of the Five Precepts could help them have a good life or not. 
· Are the five Precepts worth following?  Why?  Which ones would the children keep or get rid of?  Why?
· Children write their own rules.  Why do they think they have the best rules?
· Relate the Buddhist Refuges to three important treasures at the centre of their life. Depict them as the three jewels of their life. Label them and choose a colour that they feel is relevant to their jewel. Explain their choices to a friend.



	Year 4 Key Learning

	Children will:
	· Use specific vocabulary to describe key features of living religious traditions, recognising similarities and differences. (LRT)
· Begin to identify the impact religion has on believers’ lives. (B&V LRT)
· Make links between believers’ values and commitments and their own(SPM)
· Ask important question about religions and beliefs, and compare to their own experiences. (SHE, B&V, SPM)
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‘Year 4 Buddhism What rules do | have in my life?

What rules do we have in class?

Living Religious Traditions

Three Refuges

What are our rules’

The Five Precepts
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Who gives us rules?
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Can | learn anything from the Five Precepts? Why?





