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Key Question: How should we live our lives?
Religion: Christianity: God 

	Possible lines of Enquiry
The Field of Enquiry must be followed within every unit of work.

	What lights our way? How do religious families and communities practice their faith, and what contributions does this make to local life? 

	About this unit  

	The focus is on the use of light to indicate the presence and qualities of God incarnate in Jesus.  Pupils are encouraged to make links between the imagery and symbolism of light in the Christian context and significant events in their lives.
Light brings and sustains life: it is an essential element. Light dispels darkness: without it we have difficulty finding our way and we are hindered in making progress. The dark brings feelings of uncertainty and fear but light brings comfort and we can see and know our circumstances. Light illumines a path and reveals where we have taken the wrong way. It brings a brilliance to what is seen and can 'transform' it. Light can be reflected depending on where it falls. Light is a universal symbol of life and hope and is understood as such across cultures and religions. 
This unit provides opportunities for pupils to recognise and reflect on the concept of light and its symbolism in respect of their own experiences and the experiences of others. Key ideas associated with that are considered in the contexts of the festival of Christmas, of Gospel accounts of Jesus' birth and of Christian beliefs about God.
Christians believe that God is helping them to live a life of faith. They believe He is with them at their lowest points as well as in joyful times such as when they experience justice, goodness and love. They believe the 'light of God' is recognised and experienced in history and the Bible contains many such references in describing God's nature, purposes and activity. That understanding of God is revealed and affirmed in the 'Christ story', for in Jesus, Christians believe they see the clearest vision of God: it is in Jesus that they believe they see God acting most decisively in human beings. Christians believe that humankind is made in God's image: the light of God can shine in a person and reflect the truth and love of God's nature.

In the festival of Christmas, Christians celebrate Jesus as the coming of 'light' into a darkened world. This 'light' they believe is the ·'light of God'. In their celebrations, light symbolises beliefs about God and expresses a response to those beliefs.


	Exploring Shared Human Experience
Possible Starting Points

	What does light and darkness do for us? Can people be lights? How does light help us? What does it mean to have 'dark times?'

	Exploring Religious Traditions 

	The Church's year is focused on key celebrations of events in the life of Jesus: the festival of Christmas centres on the birth of Jesus. The nativity stories of Matthew and Luke tell of the event and, in their accounts light is a concept which occurs explicitly and implicitly. In and through the festival of Christmas, Christians celebrate Jesus as the coming of 'light' into a darkened world, and recognise that as the 'light of God'.

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS

Christmas in a calendar festivals which celebrate events in the life of Jesus. It is celebrated in family and faith communities, locally, nationally and world-wide.

Customs and traditions e.g.

· Christingle: a Christmas symbol said to be from the Moravian Church.

· A Christingle comprises:

· an orange - representing the earth; four small sticks - representing the four seasons;

· fruits and nuts on the sticks - representing the fruits of the earth; a candle placed centrally in the top of the orange - representing Jesus, the Light of the World;

· red ribbon or tape circling the orange - representing the blood which Jesus shed for others and the world;

· In a special service, Christingles are distributed as a way of highlighting the Christmas message for children. This is often associated with fund-raising for children's charities and children are then involved in giving as well as receiving.

· Candles and stars: on cards, as decorations, in churches and on churches.

· Used for their symbolism as well as their decorativeness.

· Portraits of Jesus: in many paintings of the nativity, often reproduced on Christmas cards, Jesus is portrayed with a halo or bright light shining upon him.

· Customs in other lands: in Sweden the festival" of St Lucia is celebrated on 13 December.

 THE NATIVITY STORIES

The Gospel Accounts of Matthew and Luke:
What the stories tell e.g.

· The light that announces ... the glory of the Lord shone: News of the birth of Jesus is brought to the shepherds
· The light that calls: the shepherds respond to God's message; they are drawn to the 'light'
· The light that guides: the star guides the magi to Bethlehem and sets out a path to Jesus;
· The light that dispels darkness: the shepherds praise. God for what He has done; the magi worship Jesus and offer gifts which acknowledge him as a king; 
· The 'light' brings hope to the poor and lowly and to the rich and wise
· The light that dispels darkness: the shepherds praise. God for what He has done; the magi worship Jesus and offer gifts which acknowledge him as a king; 
· The 'light' brings hope to the poor and lowly and to the rich and wise.


	Exploring beliefs and Values

	Christians believe 'that:

· God is active in the world.

· the divinity of Jesus is seen through the divine light of God in Jesus;

· Jesus is the light of the world;

· human beings are made in the image and likeness of God;

· human beings are enabled to walk in the light of God.

POINTS OF FOCUS

Old Testament references to God as 'light' e.g.

· God gives light to the world: Genesis 1: 1-5 and 14-19.

· Moses seeks the dazzling light of God's presence: Exodus 33:18.

· God illuminates the path to him and His light transforms situations: Isiah 9: 2, 6-7 and 60:1-3

New Testament references to Jesus as 'the light of the world' e.g.

The light of the world is from God and cannot be extinguished. John 1 :4-5

The light coming into the world is the true light. The true light shines on all humankind. John 1 :9

Simeon's 'song' speaks of Jesus as a light to reveal God's will. Luke 2:3. 2


Jesus refers to himself as the light of the world. John 8: 12

New Testament references to the 'light' in human beings e.g.

Jesus speaks of those who follow God's way as the 'light' which will guide and help others. They are to ensure that goodness and truth are seen in them and to spread that as a lamp sheds light. The good things they do will bring others to praise God. Matthew 5: 14-16.


	Exploring Personal Meaning 

	Being a person involves relationships with others, living in an environment, cultivating self-hood, admitting the possibility of not being and being prepared for the possibility of new being.

How can we see clearly on our way? What brings light into my life? Can I be a light in the world?


	Significant Background Ideas 

	Christians believe in a creator God who is active in the world redeeming it.
GOD THE CREATOR
Christians believe that there is a reason for the existence of the world: the world is God's creation and human beings are God's creatures. Everything God creates is good and is God's gift to all. The word 'created' used to describe an action of God is important: it implies more than would be suggested by the word 'made', namely an intimate relationship between the creator and that which is created.
GOD EVER PRESENT
Christians bear witness to the God committed to the world in the act of creation, to the God who has put himself into the world and who, far from being distant or removed, continues to work in and through the creation to strengthen and build up that which is good.
Although the creation was, in the words of the Old Testament, 'very good', it has throughout human history been clear that, in some ways, the creation is not good. Some of the responsibility for this is that of humans who seem always to fall short of their potential. By stating that God committed himself to the world Christians suggest that God the Creator is with persons at their lowest points as well as in times when the true destiny of humanity is experienced in justice, goodness and love. Christians believe that each human being is called to live creatively in God's world and to be co-creators involved in God's ongoing creative acts.

GOD WHO: ACTS AND INTERVENES

In the Holy Bible, Christians believe they encounter the historic witness of people of faith who experienced God's creative activity and intervention in the world. In the Old Testament God shows solidarity with people in covenants made with key figures and with an emergent nation. The Hebrew prophets looked forward to a great new covenant that God would make with his people. In the New Testament, Christians believe they find God's commitment to the world supremely revealed in Jesus.

GOD INCARNATE: IN JESUS

The concept of 'incarnation' speaks of 'God with us'. In the person Jesus of Nazareth Christians believe they see the human face of God and are convinced that Jesus is the truest and fullest expression of God's love. In Jesus they believe that they are presented with a new way forward to enabling fulfilment of human potential according to God's purpose.

GOD INCARNATE: IN HUMAN BEING

Christians believe that humankind is made in God's image and that God is present in truth and love within and among people.

EXPRESSING AND RESPONDING TO BELIEFS ABOUT GOD

Christians believe that they specially meet God in and through worship. Through the offering of praise and thanksgiving for the experience of the creator God in their lives, they experience an empowerment for the journey of life.

THE NATURE OF GOD

Beliefs about the nature of God and how that is ·experienced brings Christians to refer to God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. This personalising of God is an expression of the intimate relationship, experienced by Christians, of the Creator and 'me'.

	For exemplar medium term plans which following the Lancashire Field of Enquiry please see the website.



