Reading Comprehension – Vocabulary, Fact Retrieval and Inference Practise
The Cowboy

The Cowboy took a long, slow drink from his canteen. Surveying his surroundings as the sun beat down from its highest point, he wiped his mouth, sealed the canteen, and swung it over his back. He narrowed his eyes and stared in to the distance. Taking in his environment he saw nothing; desolate, apart from a few cacti dotted randomly on the mountain sides. It was completely uninhabited: no living creature for miles and miles in all directions.
Hitching his trousers up, he continued on his lonely trail. He had no friends or family to speak off. He heard tale of a possible uncle of his getting in to trouble on the East Coast (something to do with bootlegging) but that was of no interest to the Cowboy. Not that he was for prohibition - all people should be allowed to make their own decisions he had always felt - but he didn’t need to get mixed up with the law again.

Dictionary
Canteen – a small water bottle, as used by soldiers or campers.

Cacti – plural of Cactus; cacti are found in lands that have little or no rain and so are too dry to support vegetation.
Bootlegging – to make, distribute, or sell alcoholic drink illegally.
Prohibition – the ban on the making and sale of alcohol in the United States between 1920 – 1933.
Answer in full sentences where possible.
Q1: Which word most closely matches the meaning of the word desolate?

Circle the correct option

Lively


Hot


Damp


Empty
Q2: Find and copy a phrase that helps you understand the word uninhabited:


Q3: Look at the paragraph beginning ‘Hitching his trousers up…’ Tick all the things that we learn about the Cowboy and his family:


He comes from a very large family







He might have an Uncle still living


He often travels alone


A lot of his friends live on the East Coast
Q4: What evidence is there that the Cowboy is unwilling to return to the East Coast?

Give two points:



1. 

Q5: Is the Cowboy in support of prohibition? (2 marks)



